‘Steve Bannon’s Fingerprints’: Dr. Li-Meng Yan Claims Coronavirus 
Created in Chinese Wuhan Lab, Makes Baffling Conservative 
Arguments “It’s Just the Flu” Contradictory 
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Doctor Yan is one of many crackpots the Trump-right have trotted out to bash China, shielding the dear 
leader Potus from criticism. This narrative does what conservatives do best: denialism fueled by selfish 
individualism. Turns out, that the non-peer reviewed study she purports to present as evidence that Covid-19 
is a Wuhan lab hoax designed to do what | am not sure, was funded by a group called Rule of Law Society, 
founded by Steve Bannon. Yes, that Steve Bannon. The same one arrested recently for defrauding donors in 
a border wall fundraising scam used for luxury yachts and what have you. Back to Yan, her account was 
suspended on twitter and she appeared on Tucker’s show to rant about her view. 


What is stunning in all of this is the blatant contradiction among the right. They say out of one side of their 
mouth that Coronavirus is Just Like the Flu™, but then out of the other side they cook up a Red-China 
conspiracy about this elaborate Wuhan Lab plot. So, which is it? Is the virus no big deal, or a giant ploy to 
get us all stuck indoors with no access to the hairdresser? There seem to be two lines of reasoning: its a 
Chinese hoax or a liberal hoax to harm Trump. 
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The right-wing line of reasoning couldn’t be less coherent, but then again, it doesn’t have to be. As long as it 
preserves the prime directive of allowing conservatives to sacrifice nothing (like wearing a mask) for the 
common good, while exciting their lizard brains for bizarre conspiracy theories, it has done its job. While | 
don’t think that tech billionaires should be deciding what is or is not proper medical information, I’m sure the 
yellow-diaspora doctor would want all “nazis” kicked off the platform. Oh well, hoisted by their own petard. 
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Twitter: https:/Awww.newsweek.com/twitter-suspends-dr-li-meng-yan-wuhan-lab-coronavirus-covid19- 
1532193 
Archive: https://archive.vn/KgPBP 
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